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Grand County’s labor market has shown steady improvement for more than a year now. Job growth in the second quarter of 2015 proved
healthy with the hospitality/leisure sectors leading the expansion. Jobless rates have flattened in recent months, similar to the performance in
many other Utah counties. In addition, new claims for unemployment insurance virtually evaporated as the summer progressed. Although
construction permitting and sales currently display year-over decreases, solid job growth trumps those figures as the best indicator of the area’s
economic well-being.

Abc

How's the economy?

Between June 2014 and June 2015, Grand County’s nonfarm employment grew by 2.8 percent, adding 161 new jobs.

The strongest employment gains occurred in tourism-driven leisure/hospitality services and in education/social services.

The trade/transport/utilities sector's job losses held back the overall growth rate.

Jobs

*Preliminary
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Utah Deparment of Workforce
Services. Scott Smith, 801-526-9403, sssmith@utah.gov

Link for PDF version.  jobs.utah.gov/wi/regions/county/garfield.html
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ECONOMIC SNAPSHOT Grand County

 Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate
  SEPTEMBER 2015
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 Average Monthly Wage    SECOND QUARTER 2015*
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In September 2015, Grand County’s unemployment rate measured 5.7 percent, little changed from the rates of the last year.

While Grand County’s joblessness measures higher than both state and national averages, its higher-than-average level can be at
least partially traced to the seasonal nature of the area’s tourism economy.

The industry with the largest number of first-time unemployment insurance claims so far this year is leisure and hospitality services.

During the summer months, new claims for unemployment insurance have almost vanished.

Grand County’s average monthly wage continues to increase at a modest pace. For the four weeks ending October 11,  it was
$2,524.

Unemployment and Wages

* Preliminary. Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; Utah Deparment of Workforce Services. Utah State Tax Commission.
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 Construction Permitting     JANUARY - JULY 2015
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Overall, Grand County construction year-to-date permit values are down 10 percent compared to the same time period in 2014.

While both new residential and nonresidential values dropped noticeably, gains in the average value of residential permits softened
the loss.

The area’s gross taxable sales for second quarter of 2015 decreased almost 6 percent on a year-to-year basis.

Second quarter business related expenditures were the leading driver of the loss.

All other sectors showed significant declines.

Construction and Sales

*Preliminary
Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services, Utah Bureau of Economic and Business Research and Utah State Tax Commission.
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ECONOMIC SNAPSHOT Grand County

 Nonfarm Jobs by Month   SECOND QUARTER 2015*
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* Not included in total.
Note: Detail may not add to total due to rounding and the exclusion of confidential data.
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services.
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